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Frar Bome, U's a shorthop up ta the talian reaier of Tuscany,
Harence s the Tuscan city that everyone warits to see first, and there
<« much 10 delight the senses thom Wheieas Rorne cen be daunting

71 its monurnental size, Horerce is efined and walkable s also

wonderiully artistic, with famous warks by Michelangelo and othe:
¥ £

ermigent Rerassarce mnasters on every side.
Apart frorn its great catbedials end museurns, Florence’s snast

nanizable landmark s the graceful Ponte Vecchio, an ancient

biidge Ined with shops that spans the Aino River iust steps away
frorn Ponle Yecehio is the elegant Hatel Lungarno, founded by
celehrated footwear desigrer Sakatore Ferragarro, whose fashion
empire of fuxury handrmade shoes, bags, siles, watckes, and stylsh
ciothing now spans the world

The Lunoaino Collection of hotels and villas sited in several
tatan clies whects Feragame's sense of 1efined caftsmanship
Their Fiorence property includes the Borgo San Jacono westaviant,

where Cnef BEoatice Secani magically creates culinary perfection

using fresh and onginal inlerpretations of distinguished Tuscar and
aban culsine

Onthe other side of Punte Vecohio, the "La Terraz2d” bar onthe
roeftop of Hote! Continentaie offars magnificent sunsel views af the
otic
And
of course upscale shopping s @ full-time activity In the nearby

ensie city At street level, renowned bartender Karlm mixes

cockaats in the Fusion Har & Pestaurant inside Gallery At Hor

avenues and plazas
For an even more urinue Tuscan expanence, consider a longe:

stay in e surrounding countryside, Lusa Darat's farmiy owns a larqe
'y b4 ¥ c

M0 @ Aboutthe Author
THERME LW RA20CRVEANENG0ELF  ABEHOE - BEDA
EFE - FRASE MHECOR T ERsEE G WEERAIEARMAN -

Bagten mative, 1pent much of the past Two decades vis ling 524 2ountriet on six coall
nents. pulbtshing over 600 2rtcles and eght boake Now ha lives in Oregos, USA.

1 Borgo San JacopoBRBM ERHEEARE

Borgo San Jaropo s famaut for s quartet asetof four
dishes,

2 Domau KM Q@ AMMA Y-

The Donati family has its own home grown clive oil

3 HEVKeemERLRRED ARSI
Bartender Kaiim promates his fusion axatic cocktal's
and tapas iet.

ariceitural estate In Montestgliano, two nauts from Florence, with

olive trees and 12 fashionabsie vilas thatvisitans sent by the week,

Tuscan country cooking is rich and mermomnible. Although each

vila has its awn ragnificent prvate kichen, you might also enjoy @

med in the main building together with the entie 14-membser
Donall farnily, Everything is coaked in thett own high-quality, horme-
grown olive oil

Luisa's family also own & "paldzzo” mansion in Mercatelio sl
Metauro, a vifage n Le Maiche provinge 1o the 2ast, where guasts
can stay for days or weeks in plush surtaundings, like in a paleual
rolel. The Donatis have owned the palazzo for over 700 years. The

farnily histary s inteitwined 1 ltaly's greatest medieval post,
Dante Alighien, the Florenting author 6 The Bivine Cornedy

On the way lo Mexalelia, we stoppad In the nearoy city of
Sienna to see the sericircular i Carmpo, one of the mast peautiful
urban sguares In the world Then we contirued via ltaiy's turad tralns
past piciurcsaue farrniands, vireyards, and anc ent walles towns

Metcatello stiff looks ke it did in the Midgle Aces. There, fulsz
ed to feod ana

hatl anranged for an association of nine men ded)
wing, (o cook dinner in gn opea Beart e, It was @ boistercus
evening filled with magnficent dishes, laughter and song, te very
mage of  grand talian feast in & 14th century seiting that could

have seived as i backdrop for Rorneo and et
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