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In the heart of romantic
Firenze—overlooking
the Arno River and
Ponte Vecchio, the
Portrait Firenze hotel is
the chic new address

in the history-rich city.

BY DIANE DMIRRANS SAERS
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lerence, celebrated hame of the R and classical Uiz Gallery [of Botticelli
and Michelbnpelo Famee) recently webcomed am art-filled newcomer, the ulira-

|||ix:||r |||-.|-. ||';;.||1I Portrait Firemnze ||--I|'I. 1'.|--i||'||' 1 A ||i|-.-.'.|||.||‘-|||:-.|||-:'II-'

and Triendky in demesnos, the Porteait Firenee is a0 member of the Fermsimo
Fmily-onvmed 1 ungirme Collection ol senall luxuey hotels, The Postrait Firenee,
wilh its |r.|||'-||'|'u-: colored |':u_':n||-. is sited in the heart of Florence directh above the
Yrne River and the Santa Trinita bridge, for centuries known as the location ol poc
| B l'lll!_'l'li\.'l ‘s Ftelul First et ing w ith Beatrice
Hotel guests can watch gracelul rowing erews gliding smoothly along the placiad river
Late ot night, from privaie terraces of the Penthouse suites, trivelers may overhear the
soft w |'|i\|'l|'|'\. ol T -I'|'|.||'|1i-;_ :'\tll.||:l|l\."\1 | |'||| il'l-_l |'|.||'|-.]-|'I'.-:'|:|.'||.| .||I-I‘::_l\_1|‘|,' MO G0 l|:-|x SLOne
streets and across the fabled Ponte Veechio
Portrait Firenee, with a combortable lounae rather than a chilly
Iohby, bas just a select 37 rooms and luxury suites over siv levels,
inc luding a spectacular rooftop suite and the Penthouwse level.
O arrival, guests are welcomed and signed in. The lounge o
the Parrait, ant-lilled and Tumished with pale grey armehains in
comwersational groaups, offers a tasie of the style to come. Concierges
e I||l.'||' Liy ||'.||-.|' | IclllLil'l;-:x. "'||-||| (LY iI|| ':III'\."'G LHHNS €6 3 Fescmvalion,

and then guests are swept up o their scoommaodiations. -

Orverhooking the Arma From the Fermagamo
family’s Forirait Firerae Hobel—part of the
Lungarna Calection of small luxury hatels
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Opeming e dewor b o suite is very much
ike returmime home The Portrail Firenee
sends guests avery detailed electronic gues
l|||||.|i||l'il|')§..|':||: L \.R-;'I-\.lll:_'\. ||'l|.|!||||.|
tion abowt ideal |l|||:|'\.-. s, siachks, and choeo

ate Tavoriies, as well as preference in minerl

Wealers <|||-:| -'-||':'|'-; -‘:.:'||.||<||- | l":_"k'l_' reClicsls

are all I|I_'I|.I_'l_'llll. in place om arrival. I0s even
;x:ui|:-|-\_' 1o order room-service breaklast in
avance, ar boolk a massaee long-distance

Interiar architecture and décor of the Por-
tnit Firenee is by Michele Bomn, o Ferra-
:_"lllll' I.l ||'|':I -|i“1'.'|5 ill AW NCL I|\. slnles,

ost in sefil tones ol dove orev and white,

!l"'l ||||1..:\. T1h:l ||I-C'l: S ) Iill\.'l.._ hi ||.I|\.'|. |'.:\. ATk
chairs and a mid-century lalian fecling

Suites have a walk-in wardrobe. Bath
rooms are lavished with white Carrara marble. Bonan's
arthully concealed cabinets open to reveal a kitchenette, a
well-stocked bar, a coffeemaker, and all the ingredients for

Fresh tea or a smack, =

Thee Imerior design of the Partralt Hatel was dore
He ulifized a dowve grey pallet and
opbec ot restrained fumnishings, which
Ende a nchly sophishcated wbe
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Ihe décor is airy amd modem with a shnce

al Cricy Ponti-inspeined mamantic gihled detailing,
Bedreoms leel reloed, ¢ s, el ey [re=sh
HI'IiII_Lz FOEHTS A -‘||iu,'i||||~. aned chairs s salas

r-.lll'll' lll"{‘ Vs

I:'Ill-lll ictors, Lthe I‘l:_'lﬁl;._l\i,ljllll- |;':|||i|:._ whose
historic i'u_';bc|||||:_||'lq1'«. and museum ane JII_'iiII:I'!._
are o discreet and artistic presence. Thanks
1o the Ferragamo's rich culiural conmections
amd archives dating back over six decades,
private collections of Fashion |'r|'|-:|[1|:ﬂ;1[!l|'u'r,
siyle sketches, Talian an, and hand-crafted
i|r||,|'|||,|<_'- ||||||:;-; s decorate the by, hallways
:||||.| \IIiE\_"'\..

t.;lll."\]'\ l'\lll.": i:]”:l.' 1||':|'\|.' l\]ll:l e ||.=|'¢|.'I|||2

on business tooa Gshion or culinarm event in

Flerence, can work al capacious desks in
their suites, or take an L':Lll]f. dinner and watch a movie. Aad
the hotel is a scenie Dve-minute swallk te the UMz and minutes
From the chicest shopping on Via Tomibucani. Half a block away,
the design galleries of Ferragame, Gueci, Boberio Cavalli, Celine,
|r|'.||.i:|. .|I'||.| 1|"||,' ) [ | ||.'rl'|‘.|i,'a. |||:-|I1i||||{' I'|'L.'||-:|.' an L_"tul.ll'\hu'l '||,'|'!.
cornpelling.

e Porteait's unfussy modernity ineludes tech amenities like
high-speed wi-li as well as super-discrete security.

Histowie Lindmarks like Sonta Croce, Santa Maria Movells,
and the Doome surmoumd the hotel, Bt the rooms, hushed amd
enchosed, Teel like a retreat, o world away. The Front entrance 1o
Lhe Porirait is so discreet, it's like arriy ill;._l| al a |rrin.:|[-:" I'I."\.I.I.I.\.'II-:'\C_'.
“\igl'mw; is <|||!|'|||t‘.| i i\il'lll_' 1|I'|-;| gll-:::\l_h |.|i\.||'||'||_'i:r ilixillq

Cine day a concierge might recommend a 10-minute walk 1o

Santa Trinita church, which opens in the late afternoon. The
church interior includes a scries of darzlingly heawtiful paintings
EBonan experthy mixed Mid-Century Modern b Ghirlandaio with delicate detail and vivid colors. Here, in crowded Florence, it may
pieces with contemposary ones in the guest

reaird ard pubilc gpaces and focused an y : i
state-cftbwe art fistures for the exquisite baths e Portrait Hotel is also near the '.'l.'r!-'.:||l'l'll.l‘-|"ll.'l'il.' Camimilla trattoria, a kxcals' Eworite

be Blisstully empry save for two elderly priests at a desk quiethy armanging posteards.

sinee il |||_.l|-|'||-|.| i 1945, s knewmn Tor s |'|'i|.'||l:||:. al |'|'||r\|||'||-|'|-. ulirs-Tresh sealfood, aml
white trulfles in season.

Im the early evening, gussts may sip Chianti Clssico on the hotel terrace and goee

down at blush pink sunset rellections shimmering on the Amo. The Ponte Vecchio is
alminst |._'||m" L't1|i|l=_lh 1o touch. For im-rmom enterainment [|1.v;'|'|.'-\ also an ubira-Min SCTCEN
IV, a Blueteoth system Tor listening 1o music and watching lilms, music and 12V
librarics, and a stereo system.

In the moming, alter a leisurely mom service breaklast, its hard o leave the soite.
But the concierpe has booked timed tickets to the Uiz and lonch at Cammillo, and

now those Dotticelli praintings are waiting. FKII']ILI.I'_'IIJ erzeElungarnocollecton. com «
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