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EXPLORE THIS CHIC AND SOFHISTICATED MEW TAPAS RESTAURANT LOOK AT ARTHUR MILLER™S
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FASHION-FORWARD FIRENZE

Fall in love with Florence. And if vouve been, get ready to

lall in love all over:

DY KANCY B, DIERY

Lzain.

I you have not traveled to Florence—a
> city im central Italy imbuoed with medicval
architecture and Renalzzance arl uxlaposed
against 21 st-eentury cizing and fashion
tremds—hook a Might, 1 promise youm will ng
regret it The clty is bursting with beanty at
every barm, frawmy i:ll]:lrrxxirl,- ]5[||--::|.-_'|:|I!||:r],'
palices and grand cathedrals to winding
cobiblestome streets ta the friendly Florentines,
all with clistinct style, This is not ondy o ucket
list destinatien but w destination fo visit often.
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This ancien ﬁl}' i lome to a collection
of chic boutigue hotels that you will want to
mike your husary base camp while louring,
Hited Lasngirmn is just one in the collection,
and after miore than 22 years in operation, it
hias been exquisitely renovited, reopening ks
doors i 2007, The five-star botel, complele
with Michelin-starred restaurant Borgo San
Jacaspo, b8 besated on the seuth side of the Arno
River overfooking the Ponle Vecchio Bridge,

The hotel offees gaests the perfiect
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atmasphere pnd sumptieeas seeommesdations
vou might expect rom the hotels owners.,

thi Ferragama I';i!lllil:.', wlin run thi icomia
huete couture house whose clathing and shoe
lime= epitomize excellence and luxury. The
|i#|l -Hille S[hbULS e einlnencedl :I:l:.' |:|rigir|a|
art—muare than 450 picces of 20th-century ari,
inelueding Picasso and Coctean.

[ arrive at Hoqed l.ungal'nu's ranlegeee, fucked
dhonven @ side streek ranning perpendicular to
the river, and slep inte a erisp white lobdy that
is more ol soething lounge than a reception
area, with winidows overlooking the water aomd
ancient baifdings beyond. Interlor designer
Michele Boman flikens e space to s craise ship
sailing along the Arno. Plush Boe and white
anfas and chalrs create a dremny spot to have
an espresso and plo voor days excirson.

After I cleeck in, the plegsant bellman tekes
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tine bo ey pooin, a salte overlooking the river. |
[ e caaseanen! wingdows and loak oud onlo
tha wivter wid the famious bridge, beckoning
with jewelers selling every trinket from siiver
feur de lis pessdantz {he symbol of Foenoe)
to clirmsond and godo engagement rings,

The suite, awash in sunlight thal enhances
bl gt bl pavinet aned white briom, baas o
clussicnl colonnade sepurating the bedrogm
amd sitting room. The refined blue and white
cador |:m|1:|!l1' is My backdrop for |.'.'|r|'.|'|.|]|].'
curabed antigques. Egyvptian cotton sheeds and
cashmere throws dress the dreamy gueen
beds, A wall of closets leads (o a batheaoan
complete with an Tialinn marble soaking tulb,

Aldter a bubble bath, 1 head out into the
afterneon sun and cross the bridge into the
heart of this magical eity, It's Movember,
and above the streets, white lights and
decorative snowflakes dangle. Everywhere
yarld look are beautiful shops with wares
from perfunmed seaps to comtere baby
clodhing. Dwalk to the White Iris Beguly
Spa for g massage, The space is as soothing
as the treatment ikzelf. Alter, this jetlag
remaly, 1 wandoer back 1o my hastal, prrecking
inte boutigue after boutigue. | spy the
perfinet paie of black leather boots in a shogp
window. Looking down ol iy all-American
Converse, | make a mental note to come
back when they apen bemormow.

1 heess el hesd G the In'm!:.' Iyzaon Bar
& Bostaurunt, part of the Lungorne Collee-
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tigas, for a one-pf-a-kind dining and cocktail
experbence lormy liesk evening in Uwe cily.
Sushi and small bites are on offer, along with
creative signature cocktalls made with unex-
pected fwvors by expert mixologists, Smoky,
intense, robast —these fashionable elixirs nre
all the rage in Florence. The Singapore Shing,
which contains !.'_irl witly rotes of L']:ll:rr:".m-el
arange ligquewr, fresh pineapple, and lime juice,
and Fnally bitter Angostera and Dom Bene-
dictine, is nod Lo be missed.

[he next morning, after an Americano
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im the lownge, | Inezil 1o Pz Veochio
(meaning "eld palace™) for a fowr of its

gecrel passages. Bulll during the 130 and
Tl cenmturies, Uhe fortress is meude of sodid
rusticated stonework with two rovws of Gothic
windows amd crowmed with a battbement

el elock bower, A series of coartyards ancd
gpartments. the patace ence housed the

city’s governing baadles. Within itz walls

e s @ geries of seene PSR Y ancl
hidiben chambers containing breathtaking
works ol art. Among the secrel chambers

iw Lhae Stydicdo of Franeeseo LIvs walls anald
harrel-vanlted ceiling are covered with murals
depicting the four clements—earth, alr watier,
wnel lire, The Er.'lluil-lll'q:-f Lhis roiang is o st

st om an adyventune to the city,

N

(% 1%
CoaErTEY OF TRl

BHEIOEE
LIS AT TR TH N



FACES+PLACES

Another must-see is the city's Diomi,
The Gothic stroctiure was butli beginning in
1297 s Elae ?I]I-I:'I'I:I[llr:f sile of the ehurch
of Sunta Reparata, which can still be seen
helow the cathedeal in the crypt. The
fimal building teok almost two centurics
to gomplede, with its fomoos doeme being
consirecied fn the 15th century. The exterior
walls are covered in |1i|1k- white, and grien
marble, YWithin the building are elaborate
mosaie floors. Perhaps the most magnificent
arfwork is The dome’s Laesi frdgenent by
Giorgie Yasari, painted in 1571,

After a day of exploring the city | head
B ke o (v Jaoted Gosr 2 stellar EAsLrOaonie
achventure at Michelin-sturmed Bargo San
Jacapo, Chel Claudio Mengoni designs
inseastive modern Walian dighes bere an
elegant dining experience. and the wine lisl
has over 4 labels. (If weather permits, vou
Ciln |.-|:|i1:|:,' a romantic dinner on the lersue
overleoking the Arno.) The dining rooms
diicor 15 as beautiful as the dish presentations,
Crisp white tabdechoths amd sophisticated
surroundings twinkling in candlelight
complele this bubois meal.

T get the hull experience of thee hotel
collection, 1 also tour the Hotel Continentale,
Elegant and inviting. its white color palette
ewirkes harmony, simpdicity, ancd Tandasy, and
it is the most playiul of the collection, Togpaed
wrlths a rogftop bar, this the place to see and be
geem whon (e woesthor warms

Tleen 1 hesd to Portrait Firenee te check in,
A new concept In bespoke tourizim, Portrait
et tnkem wniform |1|:u:r:.' wnel tourned it dndo o
very persenulized expericne for each guest,
The hotel is an all-swite propesty ovedooking
this Armo where e mas |:|jx|:'-|:rni|:|__s,;,lnw¢:||:r
ciun find an cxclusive, pampered stay, The
rooms are gray with aceents of black ancd gald,
creating the ultimate soplisticated backdrop.
Blnek-und-white photos of iconic sturs adoern
walls and deaks. There Is no lobby, bt mather a
cormiortabbe lusge decoratoed in sivlish mid-
centiry modern furnishings made in Florence,
Aweleoming portrabt of the Ferragamaos
chnaeghter, Finoms Ferraganeo, hangs in the
space. & member of the hotel s lifestyle team
provides perdoatal tvaches to vour stay and
will eugtontize lours for Vi, I wernnbure ogek g

¥ COMTEDT lurrvgee roded of ot oo £ oo
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a Tok Tuk [hasicallv a motorized ricksaw) towr
il the: I.'j!:l.' thian [TiEEHS GVET h i!li:-l'il.']:lril:l!{l.'!-i,
through winding back streets, provnd the
city’s original Bonen and Byzantine wall, and
uprinto the swrrousding hills for a bied's-eye
view of Florence, This is a perfect way to get an
owerview of the city and cover a lot of grownd.
The nexl |;|.'|:|.' I ventiare oet for a window-
shopping edyssey, Florence is truly the pluce to
spe the latest fashlons; head to Via Tormabuoni
wnd its exclusivie boutigues. A must-stop for
thaese with a shoe ehsession is, of course,
Salvatore Ferragamo, where you can browse
LB peg b af Lhis i|:'-|:||1i|.':-:!Il.i,:u}:luxigl!l:'r s
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recreats shoes worn by Judy Gerand, Greda
Gearbo. or Awdrey Hepbarea, The shop, whicl
||F|l_:m,'|;| i 19T, iz located i i mcdieval
paknee and caters bo the world's elite. S1op
inte the Ferragamo Museum for a tour of the
Cenleben Age of Hollywoeod glamaour,

Mfter a day of shopping (1 seore a beautiful
emerald green satin slkp dress) and taking
in the history amd beauty of this ancient
city, 1 hive clocked 10 miles aecording to my
iPfone, §arm asd bo leave this magical place—
wnil perhaps iy Fvorite Eu'rupl,'il,l:l :'il':.' — |t
v 1o one day retwrn to fall in love with
Firenze all over again. +
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