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City to Go

ELISIR
DI ROSE

Clechwise from top right: Flarence’s famed skyline, Enoteca Pitti
Gola w Cantina, Pante Vecchio, pear pasta with asparagus at
Trattoria 4 Leond, and Santa Maria Nowella's ancient elixirs.

VIRTUDSD LIFE

Falling for

Florence

Art |1I~:itur]I and hlgh slrlu in Tuscanfs uapitul city.
BY ELAINE SANKA PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUSAN WRIGHT

B0 FOR La dolce vita gats aven
Swiitar in Eha Pall, whan Sum
mier's heat = and crowds = Begin
bo Elasi gl | mindntly walkabilé,
the cradle of the REngissancs s
an opan-alr galery, with centu
ridg-ald arehites s and & pid
turgsqud location alang the Armo
Rnar, Whale wandering 13 part

al s charm, "Florence is acily
behind closed dodrs,” Says David
Loy, @ travel Agancy exsculive
based n Yancouser, British Co
lumbsa, “You need Someone to
apan the doors for yau,” He turns
1o Virtuoso on-site losr pariners
such as Florencetown to arrange
after-hours weswings of Michel
angelo s David at the Accademia
Gallery, private terrace towrs

at the Duomo, and, wihen it
reopsens next year, actess o tihe
Vasari Corridor, the Medicl fam-
ily's secret passage above the
Ponte Vecchio

EAT Mestled in a quiet piazza

mear the Ponte Viecchio, Trat-
toria 4 Looni {Via de Villutind Ir)
serves delicate pear pasta with
adparagud; Iriad zucchin flow
ard and baauliful $alacs. You
can't go wrong with the house

Chianti Classice

Sip a complimentary glass of

niEvitable

fardy
wail ot La Glostra (Borgo Pinti

127 IOVI8RY, & lively spot whars
mundrésds of white lights Daimkbe

sEcco during 1

overhesd and the schaclic owner
works e room ke a cedebrity
Try the pappardelle with wild boar

ar the famed Florentine steak

“Noacqua, solo wving™ réads the
sign at Enateca Pitti Gola &

Cantina (Plazza Pith 16), a wine
bar stocked with small-produc-
tiom gems. Directly across from
the Pitti Palace, its patio makes
a perfect people-watching spot

$Hif Founded by monks 800
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years ago, Officina Profumo-
Farmaceutica di Santa Maria
Mowella [ Via della Scaia 161 is
thaught to be the oldest phar
macy in the world, The palatial
apothacary is full of pricey po-
ticars and perfumes based

on ancsent harbal recipes

Toadress ke an akan start with
the right failor, Shirtmaker Sim-
one Abbarchi (Horpo Sanlissimg
Apastolf 16:) cralts reasanably
priced. made-lo-measurs (and
digcreatly monograrmrmad) men's
s, Sop by his lirny botlega for
a itting or two, and hell mail tha
Tinisswesd pieces horme har wo

Flarance-hora Mario Luea Gius-
ti {Via Deila Spada 20v) designs
housewares in wivid "synthetic
crystal” from festive wneglasses
to feceted Champagne buckets.

VIRTUDSDO LIFE

Find dasigner deals on Gucci,
Farragamo, Bottega Vensta,
and mare at The Mall {\Via
Eurapa 8. Laccio Reggello).

a luxury owtlet 30 minutes
southaast of the city {you can
take a shuttlel. Virtuoso guests
receive additional discounts on
certain purchases, a welcome
gift, a complimentary bovorage
at Gueci Catle, and priarity ac-
cess al the Lax refund office

w vl Dy P Ferragamo
tamily. the 63-room Hotel
Lungarna recently recpaned
atter am extansive relur-
bishment, It retains its chic
nautical style, impressive art
callection, and incredible loca-
tion directly on the Arng River,
Daubles from £583, including
breskfast dally and & one-way
airport transfer.

Also owned by the Ferragamos,
the 37-room Portrait Firenze
possesses a contemporary,
masculing decor that setsit
apark ina city of old-world
tradition. Spacious swites offer
weal-stocked kitchenettes: re-
quast gae ovarlaoking the Arno
with views of the Fonbe Vecchio,
Doutes from 815, inclur
braakiast daily, & botdle of wing,
gl @ ane-way airpor fransfor

Working lireplaces and slachs
al honks land & stylishly hamey
Pegel B 20-rocm J K. Place
Firenza, lncated an the samse
plazra as the Basilica of Santa
Marig Mawvella, The atrium
courtyard's family-style table
beckons you to linger over &
long lunch with friends. Daubles
from E584, including breakfast
daily snd a $100 diring credit.

Clockwize from left: Yilla Cora™s
gramd salon, cozy seating at LK,
Flace, a rainbow of glassware at
Mario Luca Giusti, and shirtmaker
Simann Abbarchi.

TIP

“1 lowe the Italian men's ‘uni-
form': dress shirt, jeans, and a
jacket = no ties! Women, take

note: Waar flats for walking

aver cobblestoned streets”™
— David Lowy,
Virtunso travel advisor,
Vancouwer, British Columibia

Gel abowve the Boboli Gardens,
rminutes from e cily, 44-rogm
Willa Cora leels like the opulent
regidencs b once was, brim-
mming with trescoes, tine art and
turnishings, and lats of Toermal
Swaggers. 15 heated outdoor
podd 15 & walcome respite alter
a day of sightsesing, and the
seasonal E-IJI'I(JH}' brumchis

a must. Doubles from $470,
Inciuding breakfast dally and

a £100 gining credit. VI
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