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hat makes breakfast on a rooftop more delightful
Wis when it comes with sweeping views of downtown
Rome. And having seagulls hovering above, hoping to
share your breakfast, will seem strange in any other city,
but in Rome, it all comes together.

Portrait Roma might be the finest, quietest and most
elegant boutique hotel | have ever stayed in. Inspired
by the Italian shoemaker Salvatore Ferragamo, Portrait
Roma is designed by Michele Bonan, an architectural
genius from Florence, and located in an old building
that overlooks Via Condotti. Its 14 rooms are more like
luxury apartments than hotel rooms, and traces of the
Ferragamo style are in every corner: from the pictures of
celebrities decked in Ferragamo to the Ferragamo toiletries
and Ferragamo shawls provided to guests when it gets
chilly on the rooftop.

Each room has its own character but all feature elegant
designer furniture and a hidden minibar that is essentially
a full kitchenette. An iPad is provided in each room, loaded
with all the tips that you might need during your stay.

What must be mentioned is the Lifestyle team in the
hotel. Because | wanted to visit as many Michelin-starred
restaurants as | could during my short stay, | gave them the
difficult task of making last-minute reservations for both
lunch and dinner. They rose to the challenge and | chalked
up eight Michelin stars’ worth of dining in two days.

Situated in Rome's most exclusive shopping district,
the location is unbeatable. Step outside and you will
be surrounded by top luxury brands, starting with the Salvatore Ferragamo
boutique, of course. The Spanish Steps is just around the corner, 750m away
from the Trevi Fountain, and only a five-minute walk to the Ara Pacis Museum,
a museum designed by world-renowned architect Richard Meyers. You will not
need a taxi at all as
all of Rome's major
attractions are within
walking distance —
even Vatican City can
be reached in half an
hour by foot.

That is if you

ever want to leave
the hotel at all. My

most unforgettable

experience in this hotel
is still the 360-degree
view on the roof

terrace, which will wrap

around you like Rome's

gentle embrace.

Boutique hotel Portrait Roma has only 14 rooms.
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The Penthouse Suite is decorated in the Ferragamo style.
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