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India aginst Gandhi

Follow us on Instagram @ft_weekend

He was the father of the nation’ thehero wholed the struggle for

lndmnldmd:ne!andmmk),al\d"o“(
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inst British rule. But 75 years after his assassination, his

freedom against Bril

thought damagingto everyone.
!I'Inl strictures were mild, even

Mmdlmmhdbﬂum.whanl

lcgacyisbeingrewrittenbyt.‘hoseinpdwany"

orn in 1958, a decade after
B Gandhf's death, Igrewupn  Elyis

of insurgents who were inspired by Mao

Zedong and who vandalised and
tatues

they found them. Books were written

& taneously of the British colonial state

trum. For the past eight and a half
years, the Hindu right has been in

Gandhis efforts to
harmony e

nraged the head of the RSS,

(s philoso-

In
phy o non-vioence and his commit- _ walla: A palice reprt of a0 RS meet

‘ema o it. Whil ally the  that, “referrh

a national holiday and his face on the keep them in Hindustan. They would
Mahatma Gan-

currency notes, the public mood has

have to quit the country.

sothatthe Congress may profit by thele

bythat

must go back to the circumstances of his

ingly unpopular in his bomeland, one  time, m:weM\n\Amvdﬂbthln
india .

tma Gandbi could not
Tonger. We have the

‘member of a secretive paramilitary
organisation alldthe Rash-

triya Swayamsevak Sangh.
Founded in 1925, the RSS
—and sill believes  *
— in the construction of a
Hindu theocratic state in
India. ts leaders and cadres
insist that demographic
superiority and the Indic ori-
‘gin of their faith makes Hin-
dus natural and permanent
rulers of the land.
¥ paticular ateplcion of
‘Muslims and Christians, o
Scciuntof the fact that thel

religions originated outside
India and their sacred
shrinesareoutside!

now come from rhnﬂmdu
is

theereligious oo Ty

ously tostop violence against those
Muslims who remained in India, going
ona fast in Kolkata and later in Delhi.
Gandhi's fastin Delhi was conducted in
ahome oppasite the office of the British
HighCommission.
Having watched events unfold, the
deputy high commissioner wrotc in a
report to London that *day in and day
out, Muslims of all classes of e

ot to be Inimical to Hindus. If we are
compelled, we will have to resort (o that
course too.”

A few weeks later, Gandhi was mur
dered in Delhi by the RSS's Godse. The
organisation was immediately banned,
and Golwalkar himself put in prison.
AResitagteed toablde by the I

constitut unbanned.
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many of
sonalbereavements. lnl.hementdhlux

e e et it lhen
yed,

sed his

LESS THAN

homes, they The gulf
had that he had
theirinterests at heartand was the only
realforce inthe Indian Union capableof Continued on page2
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ucked between the Corso

Venezia and Via Sant’And-

rea, in the heart of Milan's

Quadrilatero fashion dis-

trict, is a building that was

one of Europe's first seminaries. It is

noteworthy on several fronts: the

integrity of its Late Renaissance bones;

P ioned in 1565

by Carlo Borromeo, Archbishop of

Milan and leading light of the Counter-

Reformation, later canonised Saint

Charles; and the interventions it under-

went at the hands of Piero Portaluppi,

the pre-eminent architect of the city’s
20th-century. age..

But for the past 20 years the most

notable thing about this erstwhile

treasure of Milan's built environment

behind
closed gates, unoccupied, it was a place
few contemporary Milanese seemed
to even know existed, much less had
evervisited.

That on December 14, when
Giuseppe Sala, the city’s mayor, offici-
ated at the ribbon-cutting for Portrait
Milano, the hotel-restaurant-retail
complex which the seminary now

Cocktailsin
the cloisters

Milan | One of Europe’s oldest seminaries has been opened to the public

for the first time — with a plush hotel atits heart. By Maria Shollenbarger

rotating brands ranging from Gabriela
Hearst to Courréges. Next door is Beef-
‘bar, the haute ” Z

ful, an undeniably stylish and
::::::uble hotel with a few spatial
dead spots (such as the quite clinical
vestibule off the main corridor) perhaps
unavoidable, given the vast expanses of
le space tofill. 5

For the interiors, Ferragamo re_lud on
collaborator Michele Bnan, a

relative unknown when he was tasked
with renovating the Lungarno in J‘sss.
Three decades on, Bonan’s unerringly
cool house style —which favours carved
stone and hard woods,
collectible European ‘mid-century fur-
niture nnd'.hellbera]mhdngolmarblu
in bathrooms — is recognisable to any-
one who has visited a Lungarno Collec-
tion hotel (or any of the beautiful JK

Place hotelsin Rome, Capri or’ Paris).

Bonan leaned into Milan's 20th cen-
tury design heritage, with specific nods
to Portaluppi’s Villa Necchi Campiglio,
the 1935 Milanese mansion that had a
star turn in Luca Guadagnino’s I Am
Love. The hotel’s bedrooms, on the first
and second floors, mix grey peperino, a
regional volcanic stone, with gleaming
wood panelling and shelves. Velvet,
piped tweed and soft leather cover sofas
and chairs; doors are inset with rattan
panels. The floors are larch planks —a
‘hallmark of 18th-century Lombardian
b is homes, and an d

The challenge was to
translate an ecclesiastical
building into a modern host
for secular luxury services

moment of rustic Gemitlichkeit in an
otherwise conspicuously polished whole.
in ing combina-

taurant that has played well in places
like Monte Carlo, Dubai and Sardinia’s

tions of marble and coloured granite,
are indulgent in the extreme. Rooms on

houses — th of a decade- Costa Smeralda. Across the piazzaisthe  the first floor each have their own desig-
ded by flagship boutique of SO-LE Studio, the  nated sittingarea in the loggia, directly
Leonardo ), chairman of the . jewellery brand created by Ferragamo’s  outside their door. Though the rattan
Florence-based fashion and luxury  They hired architect Michele De Luc-  daughter, Maria Sole — a space age-y  furniture is gorgeous, and they're sepa-
goods house Salvatore Ferragamo. chi of Milanese studio AMDL Circle,a  room displaying her unusual, direc-  rated by artfully-placed palms and foli-
The seminary’s vast courtyard has 71-year-old whose CV readsabitlikea tional pieces, which often substitute  age, don'texpect privacy:
been rechristened Piazza del Quadrilat- potted history dern It: desi; leatherin pl: precit Atground level, the restaurant, 1011
d dtoth public for He was an influential member of the As well as inviting Milan in, Ferrag-  (the name marries the piazza’s street-
the first time, providing walking access tive amo and Antonioli have reckoned on entrance addresses on Via Sant’Andrea
h hb d’ i director at Olivetti and editor of the the appeal of showing hotel guests and Corso Vena.iz):sanall-dzyvenm
Domus, while designi around Milan. Th i havecre-  inapretty room with ceilings painted
mm: :n‘: ‘ddnnhng. o shwamm buildings ranging from the Deutsche  ated aseries of private experiencesand  resemble the fabric of amarquee (they
venues and, beginning later this year, hn office TT Group’s iti jes, most lasting betweena cou-  tooka Florentine hu}erdmlghm team
will host art exhibitions, performances headquartersin Tokyo. ( ple of hours and a half day. Ispentan  of trompe I'veil artists two weeks to
and other cultural events. Thy heav- i some. o ing it is 32-y: ld

1ts quite the side project for Ferrag-
umo,whahunvlmmu::oday]?bs:

for the. TR I A P
role he assumed in 2021), he is chair-
'man of Lungarno Collection, his family’s
hospitality portfolio, started in 1995
with the acquisition of Florence’s his-
toric Hotel Lungarno. It has since

d to six prop: d

looking the Arno in Florence and
another on Rome’s Via Condotti. Por-
trait Milano, the Collection’s seventh
hotel, isleased from the Catholic Church

ily listed ecclesiastical building into a
modern host for very secular luxury
his

of the city’s finest contemporary build-
ings (including De Lucchi’s own strik-
with

ing, wood-clad

Alberto Quadrio, a bit of a gamble as a
relative unknown — though in lieu of a

- cycled past the gate
[t 11 Corso Venezia]
~ dozens of times, and

~ banks and geothermal exchange sys-
tems. One of his interventions was to
enclose the first-floor loggia with an
ingenious series of sliding glass panels
that sit behind the colonnade, a sleek
structural element that can be used to

= retain heat or air conditioning.
t. It e
“wn:a A0 e ol .‘.‘: i lines he and Ferrag-  Milan's Superintendency of Fine Arts,
SR 1 yfarits amo proposed (read: no way in, ahem,  the civic body that oversees heritage
l d h hotel on semi ; vas also heavily involved.
Ferragamo and Valeriano Antonioli, P | “We worked incredibly closely with

Collection’s chief executi:

are coy about their total spend (while
Salvatore Ferragamo is listed on the
Milan Stock Exchange, the Lungarno

ffair). But

!h:gl.'ﬂyl_‘A:,\onlo!l‘"Wetp?uhoun
ygid.d@éldlng_ih?emeduthadeofw
for the walls. You cannot imagine how

Collecti afamily . But
‘when we meet at the hotel, the dapper
Antonioli winces slightly when he
admits the final tally was “much more
than we wanted,” citing pandemic

related business woes then delays on.
it Europe,

many tones of light grey exist in this

til you have done this with the

rintendenza.

brings a decade-
an urban-planning grad s —  of experience working with a lot of
substantial way” — which meant an itinerary that culminated with a  them, including Gualtiero Marchesi,
researching the building’s 400-plus-  charming aperitivo at the Norbert Niederkofler and Alain
year history of demolitions and recon-  afterawalkaroundits gallery. Ducasse. The Mondeghili, his signature
stitutions to understand how to best  Withits73roomsandsuites, thehotel  bar snack — tiny fried meatballs with a
d: like elevator itself—thel its  saffron — are worth the

(Florence has 37 bedrooms, Rome

lndulgence,’ﬂmugh your arteries won't

only 14) — is the “exch " part of
this domain. It is for the most part

forgive youany

Despite the globally recognised name
behind it, Lungarno Collection is a rela-
tively tiny chain hoping to make an out-
sized mark here. “Until now we had six
hotels, with a total of only 300 rooms —
which is, like, the Principe di Savoia,”
Antonioli says with a laugh, citing
Milan’s longstandinglandmark hotel.

The Portrait isn’t the only new
challenger in the city: last September,
Venetian hospitality impresario Arrigo
Cipriani opened Casa Cipriani, a hotel-
restaurant-members’ club, in an
18th-century building in the city’s leafy
Porta Venezia neighbourhood; its
interiors were also designed by Bonan.
Early next year Rocco Forte Hotels will
take over and reopen The Carlton,
another Quadrilatero stalwart, after a
multimillion-euro renovation with its
own tranche of new restaurants and
retail. Meanwhile, though, try for
a room at the Portrait during the
spring collections, three weeks hence,
and you'll be told there’s already a
waitinglist.
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